
Where children design better future using new techologies



We envision a world where all children 
are engaged in applying their 

creativity to design a better future 
using new technologies.



• To get children ready to be self-sustainable  

• To imbibe the values of society in the child 

• To facilitate the child’s growth and with that their contribution to the future 

development of society 

- Gert Biesta, (2011). “Education, lifelong learning and the politics of citizenship”  

What’s education for?



Designathon Works is a young foundation 
and a unique design thinking method 
developed for children to empower and 
unleash their creativity to design a better 
world using new technologies. 

A designathon is a structured workshop in 
which children (ages 7 - 12 years) invent, 
build and present their self-devised solutions 
to a social or environmental issue around the 
Sustainable Development Goals. A 
workshop lasts four to six hours and is 
facilitated by education professionals. The 
experience helps children become future 

ready through learning to design and use 
technology such as mini-motors and sensors.  
The Designathon method combines aspects 
of Design Thinking and Maker Education, 
both approaches which are gaining ground 
in education systems around the world.

About us:



3d printed food for homeless people

Street cleaning robot you can text 
to come and clean your street

E-bike for a friend with handicap

Inventors interviews with Tessa: Ecological 
Roof Garden
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INSPIRE 

Children get inspired to learn, ask 
questions and do the research. RESEARCH 

Children learn how to research,  
gather insights and to create.

IDEATE 

Children brainstorm ideas after 
choosing a problem to work on.

Our design-based learning method:

1. inspire

DESIGNATHON
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SHOW 

Children present their work 
and reflect - most importantly - 

on their experience and 
learnings.

MAKE 

Time to build a prototype! 
Using various materials, wheels, 

motors, sensors, LEDs, etc.

SKETCH 

Children sketch their ideas and 
describe interfaces and 

functions 
with words.

Our design-based learning method:
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School Programs  
School programs are sold as a Designation Works School Kit and Teacher Training. 
So far 60+ Dutch schools have done our school programs, we’ve trained 300+ teachers 
and  worked with over 3300 Dutch school children. 

Designathon Events  
Bespoke designathons are commissioned by companies and organisations and made 
to fit their theme or context. So far Designathon Events have been held in the 
Netherlands, Germany, Philippines, Ireland, Croatia, Uganda and Bangladesh. Each 
bespoke designathon is sold under Designation Works licence. 

Global Children’s Designathon  
A one-day event, held every year in November, with children from all around the globe 
working in parallel to design and develop solutions and innovative concepts around 
the specific theme, build prototypes and present them to each other via a live 
connection, to the live audience and to the wider public via media. So far we worked 
with 1000+ children in 18 cities globally.

Our three pillars:



The Designation method encourages 
creative thinking and collaboration. 

Moreover, it gives children the 
opportunity to come up with solutions for 

real world problems.  
                                  - Dylan Hyman, teacher

When I looked around me in the classroom, 

I saw an almost 100% commitment by the 
children to their designathon projects. That 

never happens with reading, spelling or math.  
                             - Inge Braam, teacher

Teachers about Designathon method: 



I expect to see a lot of the things 
invented at the GCD entering the 

market in different shapes. 

                        - Ger Baron, CTO Amsterdam

CTO about Global Children’s Designathon: 



We want to prevent waste so we designed an 
organic package made from carrot stems.  

If u throw it in the garden it will grow a new 
carrot plant. Totally circular!  

                     - Elise, 11 years, Participant 2016 GCDE

Child about her team’s invention: 



We’ve worked with:



PEOPLE 
Children gain skills and 
attitudes to become 

creators of solutions not only 
for their own lives but for 

societal questions too.

PLANET 
Designathons increase 

awareness and share skills 
to tackle environmental 

challenges. Children 
inspire adults through 

their idealism.

PROFIT  
Revenue from training 

programs, events, licenses 
and sponsorships as a sound 
financial foundation for our 

growing organization.

Triple bottom line:



Neil Simmons 
strategist, 

business developer

Anne Sallaerts 
strategist, 

partner

Emer Beamer 
social designer, 

founder

Ina Conkic 
designer, 
partner

Maeve & Zoë 
facilitator

Iris van den Berg 
facilitator

Floris Loeff 
facilitator

Luna 
facilitator

Our team:



Have your own event 
and collaborate with 

us to impact 
your business or 

industry.

Become a  
Global Children’s 

Designation sponsor 
or inspire children in 

your own city by 
becoming our host.

Support us with funds 
for development of 
the curriculum or 
partner with us to 

reach schools around 
the world.

You and us:



www.designathonworks.com@designathons
f

WOULD YOU LIKE TO KNOW 
WHAT DESIGNATHON WORKS CAN DO 

FOR YOUR ORGANIZATION?

Contact Anne, Emer or Ina

info@designathonworks.com +31 6 28 25 47 32

http://www.twitter.com/@designathons

